BISMARCK                                               ;

, ;

having us as a set-off, and hoping for some understanding;              ;

a refusal on our part to accept its advances would call forth
a coolness perceptible even in other courts, because the.
"parvenu" would feel touched thereby on his most sensi-
tive spot.

' Lay some other policy before me and I will discuss
it with you honestly and without prejudice, but we can-
not exist in the centre of Europe in a state of passivity,
devoid of any plan and glad only to be left alone; such a
course might be as dangerous to us to-day as it was in
1805, and we shall have to serve as the anvil if we do
nothing to become the hammer. I cannot allow you the
consolation of " victa causa Catoni placuit" if therewith
you incur the danger of drawing our common Fatherland
into a " victa causa. . . ."

' If my ideas find no favour in your sight, do not, I
beg, condemn me altogether, but remember that for years           - ,

we not only trod the same soil in hard times but also                 p

reared the same plants upon it, and that I am a man who                  1

will listen to argument and put away error if conviction is                  1

brought home to me. . . .                                              "                   j

' v. B.'                      I

Gerlach replied:

1 Sans-Souci: June 5, 1857.

'. . . In the first place I want to acknowledge will-                  1

ingly the practical side of your view.    Nesselrode, like                  f

yourself, was quite right in saying here that so long as                   j
Buol ruled (you correctly bracket Bach with him) it would

not be possible  to get on with Austria.    Austria,  he                 r 1
added, had hounded Europe against them (the Russians)

merely by assurances of friendship, had torn a portion of
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